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him regain the lost ground 
among the comrades outside 
the CPM as well as the apo-
litical masses.

  But the fact remains that 
nothing will come out of his 
“lip service’’ as long as he 
remains in the party which 
he had been nurturing for 
the last seven decades. He 
may have rekindled the en-
thusiasm of the expelled 
CPM workers who later have 
turned out to be the mem-
bers of the Revolutionary 
Marxist Party of the late T P 
Chandrasekharan and sev-
eral small Left groups.

 Party insiders believe that 
VS will not leave the party 
and lead a new communist 
party. While outsiders like 
former TRIDA chairman and 
former CPM district secre-

tariat member S Suseelan 
believes that it was not im-
practical for VS to take the call 
for leading a new communist 
party, writer and noted po-
litical observer like N M Pier-
son is of the view that VS lacks 
the will to act. “Thousands of 
former CPM workers and 
people with broad Left lean-
ings are longing for a new 
communist party. Though we 
may have communist parties 
in the country, they are all 
namesake communists” says 
Suseelan. 

   Suseelan, who is also fac-
ing threats from some of the 
CPM leaders in the capital, 
said that the time had come 
for VS to act as there was no 
real Left party left in the 
state. ‘’Being a true commu-
nist, it is the historic duty of 

would continue to remain 
within the CPM as he would 
not get any support from his 
erstwhile followers in the 
party. “Even the district-level 
leaders who had been loyal to 
him till recently have left his 
fold and they would not make 
any sacrifice to go with VS 
again” he said. 

 However, Pierson said 
that the plainspeaking by VS 
and his open stand that 
Chandrasekharan was a true 
communist had in fact 
helped the CPM. ‘’The anti-
CPM feeling generated in the 
aftermath of the murder of 
Chandrasekharan has now 
been directed towards Pina-
rayi Vijayan and P Jayarajan. 
Achuthanandan’s interven-
tion has helped the party in 
this regard” he said. 

Wayanad Ready to Play Host to Tigers
by Anil S

Kochi: A rich tiger popula-
tion and proximity to other 
national wildlife sanctuaries 
like Nagarhole, Bandipur 
and Mudumalai are proving 
to be highly advantageous 
for Wayanad in its race for a 
tiger reserve.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests (MoEF) 
has expressed its willingness 
to consider a tiger reserve in 
Wayanad, provided a pro-
posal comes from the Kerala 
government. However, the 
state government is yet to 
take a final decision. 

Officials are of the view 
that there is nothing wrong 
in sending a proposal.

“The state can always send 

a proposal to make Wayanad 
a tiger park. It’s for the Na-
tional Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) and the 
MoEF to give the approval,” 
said Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forests R Raja Raja 
Varma. 

In terms of geographic 
patterns and population, 
Wayanad qualifies for a tiger 
reserve. 

“In fact the flourishing 
population of wild cats in 
Wayanad is much better 
compared to many other 
places in the country. Even 
the latest census has shown 
that the district has about  
70 tigers, which is much 
higher than many other tiger 
reserves in the country,”  
said O P Kaler, Chief Conser-

vator of Forests. 
Certain geographic criteria 

including a specific area of 
core and buffer zone, are 
mandatory to be declared as 
a tiger reserve. However, it 
will not be applicable to 
Wayanad, as there is a con-
tinuity of other national 

parks.“Since Wayanad 
shares boundaries with oth-
er parks like Nagarhole, Ban-
dipur and Mudumalai, the 
area of core and buffer re-
gions won’t be a criterion,” 
officials said.

Opposition from locals, as 
Wayanad has the highest 

rate of human-wildlife con-
flict, could be one reason 
why the government has not 
been pressing for a tiger re-
serve. 

“Already there are increas-
ing incidents of man-animal 
conflicts. This could be  
one reason why there has 
been no move to propose 
 a tiger reserve there,” sourc-
es said.The state, which al-
ready has two tiger parks, the 
Periyar Tiger Reserve and 
Parambikulam Wildlife 
Sanctuary, has got a positive 
response on getting a third 
tiger reserve from the NTCA. 
Now it is for the state govern-
ment to take the final call.

( W r i t t e n  u n d e r  
the aegis of CSE Media  
Fellowship)

Kochi’s Samba Venture in Doldrums
by Krishnakumar K H

Kochi: Negotiations to 
bring the Brazilian Masters 
team here, which began 
nearly six months back, 
broke down a couple of 
weeks ago, after mistrust 
crept in between KFA’s 
investment associate Foot-
ball Development Founda-
tion (FDF) and the sports 
management company 
Kshatriya Sports Manage-
ment (KSM), with both par-
ties questioning the other’s 
credibility.

While the former wanted 
KSM to provide proof of the 
Brazilian Masters’ availabil-
ity, the latter wanted FDF to 
furnish a bank guarantee 

and open an escrow account 
to prove that they have the 
credentials to finance such a 
big event.

“We had approached the 
deal for the Brazilian Mas-
ters match with a very posi-
tive frame of mind. But the 
money that was demanded 
was too much for us. 

“It would require around 
`40 crore to arrange one 

match with an international 
team. We could not trust  
the agency when so much 
money is involved,” an  
FDF representative told  
Express.

However, KSM pointed 
out that the inexperience of 
the Kerala negotiators had 
been a let-down.

“The effort to bring Brazil-
ian Masters has failed and, 
as of now, the project to 
bring international teams to 
Kerala has been put on hold. 
We are now working for an 
August window,” said a KSM 
representative.

Meanwhile, the KFA main-
tained that it would continue 
to strive to host internation-
al matches.

THE KFA MAINTAINED 
THAT IT WOULD 
CONTINUE TO  
STRIVE TO HOST 
INTERNATIONAL 
MATCHES

LDF Asks Governor to Oust  
Vice-Chancellor and Friends

 T’Puram: A delegation of 
LDF leaders led by Opposi-
tion leader V S Achuthanan-
dan on Thursday met Gover-
nor H R Bharadwaj seeking 
the removal of the Calicut 
University Vice-Chancellor, 
pro-Vice-Chancellor and 
nominated Syndicate mem-
bers from their posts for 
their alleged role in the move 
to gift university land to pri-
vate trusts.

  Achuthanandan accom-
panied by LDF constituent 

party leaders C Divakaran, 
Kadannappally Ramachan-
dran, A K Sashindran,  
P C Thomas and A A Aziz 
met the Governor and ap-
prised him of the move of the 
university to gift its land for 
projects by private trusts, 
violating guidelines.

   Later, speaking to me-
diapersons, Achuthanandan 
said they had briefed the 
Governor about the move to 
gift the land. 

The Governor  assured 

them that he would not allow 
any kind of transactions by 
the university which were 
against the university’s legal 
stipulations and statutes. 

He also said that the Gov-
ernor had sought a report 
from the government. 

In a letter handed over 
to the Governor, the Opposi-
tion also sought a judicial 
probe into allegations of  
misappropriation and mis-
management of university 
funds.   ENS

CU LAND GIFTING ISSUE

 UNNITHAN CASE

Suspect Cop 
Attempts to 
Flee Abroad

by Toby Antony

Kochi: In a dramatic turn of 
events, one of the higher-
ranked police officials alleg-
edly involved in the Unni-
than murder attempt case 
has applied for long leave, 
reportedly to go abroad. The 
move came after the CBI 
claimed solid leads regarding 
his involvement in the sen-
sational case.

According to sources, the 
officer has applied for leave 
citing health reasons and 
also sought permission from 
the Home Department to 
travel abroad.

“The officer has applied 
for the leave but it is not yet 
granted. He has also sought 
permission to travel abroad. 
But we were not informed 
about the CBI investigation. 
The decision on granting 
him long leave is still pend-
ing,” sources in the police 
said. The same officer has 
several other cases pending 
with the Vigilance Depart-
ment as well. 

The CBI got details of his 
involvement after quizzing 
the key accused DySP San-
thosh Nair. Santhosh had 
admitted that some of his 
superiors had fixed him in 
the case. 

“We would grill him after 
collecting more details re-
garding his involvment in 
the case,” CBI officials said.
Meanwhile, the CBI is plan-
ning to file the chargesheet 
against DySP Rasheed and 
other accused soon.

‘No Move to Shift Open 
School Headquarters’

T’Puram: There is no move 
to shift the headquarters of 
Open School under SCERT 
to Malapuram, Education 
Minister P K Abdu Rabb has 
said. The proposal to open a 
regional centre at Malap-
puram was forwarded by the 
LDF Government and not by 
the UDF.

 He  was addressing a press 
meet at the SCERT on Thurs-
day amidst protests by the 
Educational Autonomous 
Bodies Employees Federa-
tion (EABEF) outside its 
gates. Six SFI activists, who 
waved black flags at the Min-

ister, were arrested by the 
police camping in large num-
bers outside the office.  

 Abdu Rabb said that the 
LDF Government had ap-
pointed many employees on 
daily wages in the Open 
School and SCERT. 

Later the government had 
entered into contracts with 
them and renewed them ev-
ery year.

 However, during its last 
term the LDF Government 
had signed a three-year con-
tract with the employees 
which does not have legal 
validation.  ENS

SERC to 
Hold Public 
Hearings

T’Puram: The State Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission 
will hold public hearings in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Er-
nakulam and Kozhikode start-
ing June 4 on the tariff revi-
sion petition filed by the Ker-
ala State Electricity Board.

 The hearing in Thiru-
vananthapuram will be held 
at the Kanakakkunnu Palace 
on June 4. 

On June 6, a hearing will 
be held at the Ernakulam 
Town Hall, and at the Rest 
House, West Hill, Kozhikode, 
on June 8. erckerala.org and 
from the KSEB’s site www.
kseb.in.  ENS


